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Abstract
This study offers a comprehensive analytical investigation of the social and political

issues articulated in three seminal works by Ibrahim al-Koni: The Puppet, Naqgat Allah,
and Al-Waram. As one of the most influential voices in contemporary Arabic and
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Saharan literature, al-Koni constructs a narrative universe in which the desert
operates as both an existential landscape and a symbolic framework for interrogating
structures of authority, ethical collapse, and cultural transformation. The research
contends that these novels collectively reveal al-Koni’s sustained critique of the socio-
political dynamics that shape Tuareg society while simultaneously engaging universal
questions concerning power, morality, and human agency. Socially, the study
demonstrates how al-Koni foregrounds the disintegration of communal values under
the weight of ambition, greed, and the encroachment of external forces. In The Puppet,
individuals are depicted as instruments manipulated by invisible systems of control,
reflecting the erosion of solidarity and the commodification of human relationships.
Nagat Allah amplifies this critique through the symbolic violation of the sacred camel,
representing the betrayal of ancestral ethics and the disruption of cosmological and
social harmony. Al-Waram, through its metaphor of a malignant swelling, illustrates
how unchecked desires manifest as collective moral corruption, threatening the
integrity of the social body. Politically, the three novels expose the mechanisms
through which power deforms both ruler and ruled. The Puppet presents political
manipulation as an intricate performance in which autonomy is systematically
undermined. Nagat Allah interrogates the violent tension between divine authority and
temporal governance, highlighting the consequences of disregarding sacred
boundaries. Al-Waram conceptualizes tyranny as a pathological condition, suggesting
that political oppression originates from internal moral decay as much as from
institutionalized dominance. The study concludes that al-Koni’s narrative discourse
provides a nuanced and philosophically grounded critique of social disintegration and
political corruption. Through desert symbolism and Tuareg cosmology, these novels
articulate a universal reflection on the fragility of ethical communities and the perils
inherent in the misuse of power.
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Abstract

The Emirati writer Mohammed Al-Murr, considered one of the most important figures
in Emirati literature and a leader in intellectual and investigative fields, focused in his
writings on visual and natural arts—both Arab and foreign—as well as on the
architectural heritage of the United Arab Emirates. His literary productions varied
between humorous, satirical, and serious works. He made everything around him—
from the grand to the small—a subject of his writing. In his short stories, he addressed
events from the Gulf's past to the discovery of black gold (oil), and the rapid
transformation of Emirati societies and the lives of people as a result of it. I have
attempted to present the emergence and promotion of this literary genre in the United
Arab Emirates, mentioning prominent writers and their contributions to the
development of Emirati Arabic literature, along with examples of their literary works.
I also mentioned the history of the UAE, the stages of the union’s formation, and the
sudden transformation following the discovery of oil, as well as the social and cultural
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aspects of life in the Emirates and the changes brought by foreign expatriates. Thus,
I have highlighted all aspects of Mohammed Al-Murr’s works and recorded the literary
genres in which he contributed, with some detail and clarity. I included quotes and
examples from his articles and short stories, particularly from a series of journeys he
made around the world, compiled under the title "Around the World in Twenty-Two
Days." This work is considered one of the best examples of travel literature, where the
author discusses the conditions of the countries he visited, covering politics, society,
geography, and topics related to education and culture.
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Abstract
Husayn Muruwwah (1908-1987) was one of the most influential Arab intellectuals of

the 20th century. Transitioning from a traditional religious background to become a
prominent Marxist thinker and critic, Muruwwah offered a groundbreaking reading of
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Arab-Islamic heritage through the lens of historical materialism. His encyclopedic
work, Materialist Trends in Arab-Islamic Philosophy, highlighted the rationalist and
materialist currents in Islamic thought, reshaping how heritage is understood and
linked to modernity. In the realm of literary criticism, Muruwwah championed socialist
realism, emphasizing the inseparable bond between literature and its social and
historical contexts. Despite criticisms for his unwavering adherence to the Marxist
method and for allegedly downplaying mystical and spiritual dimensions, his
scholarship remains a cornerstone in contemporary Arab intellectual studies.
Muruwwah'’s project forged a vital bridge between tradition and modernity, inspiring
a fresh wave of critical engagement with Arab heritage. Even after his assassination
in 1987, Muruwwah—revered as the “Sheikh of Marxists”—continues to symbolize
progressive thought, enlightenment, and an unwavering commitment to social justice.
This thesis concludes that Husayn Muruwwah epitomizes the committed intellectual:
rigorously analytical, unafraid to confront prevailing ideologies, and deeply engaged in
advocating for transformative social change. His intellectual and political legacy
stands as a powerful testament to the enduring role of critical thought and the ability
of the committed intellectual to transcend the constraints of their time, inspiring
future generations to continue the struggle for a more just and freer world.
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