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ANEJA (Mansi)

Construals of Identity and Parenting Practices in Single Parent Families.
Supervisors: Prof. Namita Ranganathan and Prof. Vikas Baniwal

Th 28790

Abstract

Construals of Identity refer to the dominant aspects that typify a person’s identity,
which they create themselves, based on their attitudes, values, culture, context and
lived experiences. It is a personal construction of who, how and what one is. It is a
dynamic construct. In the present research, the construals of identity have been
studied in relation to single parents. A single-parent family is one in which a single
parent lives with a child/children, where at least one of the children has not yet
attained eighteen years of age (Bhatnagar, 2013). For the current research, single
parents who are widowed or divorced are selected. All research participants are
educated, employed (either in self-employment or a service role), and belong to the
middle class. Both mothers and fathers are included to capture the gendered
nuances of parenting experiences. The sample of participants consisted of ten
persons, five of whom were divorcees and five were widows/ widowers. Detailed life
stories were developed and cross-validated by the participants themselves. A
conceptual-analytical framework was developed to analyse and contextualise single
parenting. While each case (of a single parent) posed a case in point, some common
trends/ themes emerged across the case studies.This research aims to investigate
the construals of identity and parenting practices in single-parent families through a
case study approach. The present research documents the parenting practices,
nature of parent-child relationship and ways in which single-parent families cope
with adversity and build resilience through various support systems. The research
provides insights into the processes through which single parents (re)construct their
identities, redefine their parenting practices, experience the changing parent-child
relationship, and overcome the challenges they encounter through individual,
familial, and community support.

Contents

1. Central Focus, Rationale, and Objectives of the Study 2. Review of Related
Literature and Theoretical Framework 3. Research Process and Methodological
Dimensions of the Study 4. Presentation of Life Stories- I 5. Presentation of Life
Stories-II 6. Peer culture: everyday contestation and alternative masculinities. 7.
Findings and conclusions.
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Critical Appraisal of Sociology Curriculum and Reflective Practices in Class
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Abstract

Human being is the centre of universe and if humans doesnot exist, the world would
be empty. The existence of humans is supported by the social structures created by
human itself. Sociology is one of the youngest disciplines that has evolved to study
all forms of social life of humans. It caters various needs of the society and find
solutions to the social problems and thus help society to work efficiently. It is
indispensable to study society so that humans can adapt to its structures in a
scientific manner, and accept the changes needed for its growth and development.
Thereby, it becomes an area which is essential to be studied by all humans. Indian
Educationists have recognised its vitality and introduced sociology not in universities
and under graduate courses but in schools also. This study tries to understand the
place of the sociology curriculum in schools. It takes a historical account of the
evolution of sociology by going through a rigorous content analysis of research
papers, educational documents, policies, and reports. The study is not limited to this
secondary data only, but a field investigation is also conducted to examine the
teaching practices used in sociology classes, understanding the perspectives of
teachers and students towards sociology and reflective practices used by students
and teachers. The researcher relied on classroom observations, interviews of
teachers, and focus group discussions of students for data collection. The data was
collected, transcribed and finally analysed to generate themes for better
understanding of the findings. The population included government schools running
under GNCT, Delhi. Findings of the study shows teaching of sociology is dominated
by lecture method, however activity based teaching and ICT based classroom
teaching is also seen in the schools. Majority of teachers studied sociology so that
they can be promoted in this subject and now finally they are teaching sociology
after promotion. Some teachers studied it because of their interest in it. Majority of
students studying sociology are aware of its scope and are able to reflect upon
society and social problems. Reflective practices used by the teachers while teaching
exist in the form of writing notes, getting feedback from students, setting milestones
and changing practices. Students are using sociological learnings in the outer world.
However, these evidences are low in number. There is a need to orient teachers and
students for essential use of reflective practices for better teaching learning
processes in the class.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Review of related literature. 3. Research methodology. 4. Analysis
and Discussion 5. Findings and Conclusion. References. Annexures.

BASHIR AHMAD

Education and Socio-Cultural Change: A Study of the Purig Tribe in Ladak.
Supervisor: Dr. Geeta Rai

Th 28268

Abstract

Education plays a transformative role in society, functioning not in isolation but as a
dynamic force for social and cultural change. Schools act as mediators in this process,
shaping young minds and reintegrating them into society. The role of education varies
across societies, while simple societies view education as a means to overcome poverty
and ignorance, elite societies often use it to maintain dominance through rigid curricula
and school structures. This study investigates the role of education in shaping social and
cultural change within the Purig Tribe of Ladakh. Anchored in theoretical perspectives
and using ethnographic methodology, it deeply engages with stakeholders to understand
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education in a tribal context. The findings reveal a significant shift in the community’s
perception of education. Among the Purig people, education is increasingly associated with
pride, social status, and access to government jobs. School choices are influenced by the
job market, showing a broader trend of market-oriented change. Migration patterns
indicate that not only the elite but also the poor and middle classes are moving to urban
centers for livelihood, challenging common assumptions about tribal self-sufficiency. The
study also identifies challenges, including the proliferation of private schools and closure
of public schools in rural areas, unequal resource distribution, and issues like outdated
curricula, inefficient teacher transfers, and the rise of “tiny” schools. However, where
community involvement exists, school functioning has improved, especially in terms of
enrollment and tackling social issues. Power dynamics and the symbolic shift within the
tribe suggest a deeper negotiation with change. The findings contest dominant narratives
that portray tribal communities as backwards. Instead, the Purig tribe is seen as adaptive,
with local knowledge emerging as a valuable asset in confronting contemporary challenges,
especially those related to sustainable development.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Review of related literature. 3. Research methodology. 4. Data
analysis and interpretation 5. Findings, recommendations and suggestions.
References and Appendices.

CHOWDHARY (Vertika)

Deconstructing Learners Questions in Science Classrooms.
Supervisor: Prof. Alka Behari

Th 28269

Abstract

In science classrooms, questions play a significant role in generating a dialogue
among learners, and between learners and the teacher. They help learners in
confirmation, seeking new information, and building linkages between different
concepts. Asking questions, therefore, is a very important component of the learning
process. It is an essential aspect of “meaningful learning and scientific inquiry” (Chin
C Osborne, 2008). Questioning demands deeper engagement with the subject being
discussed. It requires both persons, the one who is asking question and the one to
whom the question is posed, to engage with the subject in a meaningful manner.
Questioning requires active listening, analysis of the available information, reflection,
and careful construction of clear and comprehensive sentences. Therefore, there is
merit in exploring the questions that learners ask themselves, their peers, caregivers,
and later teachers. It is insightful to know the frequency of their questions at
different stages of life, and the nature of their questions. They showcase that each
question has a different purpose, meaning, intentions, and it may demand a variety
of responses. So, there is a need to focus on questions and see the role that they
play in teaching learning process. One can also look at ways of encouraging learners
to ask more questions in the classrooms. This thesis is based on qualitative research
done on questions that are asked by upper primary learners in their science
classrooms. The whole research is situated in the specific context of the Nature of
Science. The main contributors to this work have been the learners, science teachers
working, and science classrooms situated mostly in schools of Delhi. The research is
conceptualized based on extensive research on the role of questions as important
pedagogical tools to construct knowledge. Data has been collected in different phases
and includes naturalistic observations of multiple science classrooms, interviews
with science teachers, and focus group discussions with learners. Which has then
been analyzed and conclusions drawn from it.
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Contents

1. Introduction to the Research Study 2. Review of Related Literature 3.
Understanding the Field and Methodological Considerations 4. Learners Experiences
of Asking Questions in Science Classrooms 5. Teachers' Role in Encouraging
Learners’ Questioning in Science 6 Finding, Suggestions, and Reflections. References.
Appendix.

DEEPAK KUMAR

Evaluation of School Field Trips in Secondary Schools of Delhi : A Critical Appraisal.
Supervisor: Dr. Ananthula Raghu

Th 28692

Abstract

School field trips are essential for the comprehensive development of students. This
effectively immerses students in experiential learning outside the confines of the
classroom. Field visits constitute immersive events that offer authentic social
interactions to enhance comprehension of an idea (National Education Policy, 2020).
The approach fosters critical thinking and individual concept development through
direct engagement with social, cultural, environmental, and historical contexts. A
literature review encompasses a thorough examination of all existing research
pertinent to a specific issue. It is particularly crucial in defining the overarching
study domain, elucidating the concepts associated with the issue, clarifying its aims,
providing information about the methodologies, and integrating the research
processes, findings, and conclusions. It simultaneously serves to concretize the
cognitive processes utilized by researchers. Research methodology denotes the
systematic framework for executing research, encompassing the strategies,
procedures, and instruments employed to gather and analyze data pertinent to the
research objectives, Investigating issues and finding solutions by using scientific
methods is the aim of research. This four chapter is organized into four sections. The
first section provides an examination obtained from a questionnaire distributed to
teachers. The second section provides qualitative observations derived from focus
group discussions (FGDs) with students in Grades VI to X, enhancing the
comprehension of student viewpoints. The third and fourth sections analyze data
from interviews with school administrators and museum directors, offering a
comprehensive backdrop of the educational landscape. The findings disclosed
important and meaningful insights regarding the educational significance of field
visits. This chapter delineates the major findings, succeeded by comments,
conclusions, and recommendations for subsequent research. The study
encompasses the educational consequences, principal suggestions, and its limits

Contents
1. Introduction 2. Litrature of Reviews 3. Research Methodology 4. Data Analysis

and Interpretation 5. Major Findings, Discussion and Conclusions. References.
Appendices.
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KAIHRII MAO (Akha)

Morung among the Nagas: Encounter of Traditional Education with Colonialism
and Christianity.

Supervisors: Prof. Ritu Bala And Prof. Shyam B. Menon

Th 28693

Abstract

The study aims to explore the role of the Naga Morung dormitory system both as
educational and cultural institution including those of an institution for preserving
and transmitting the oral history and culture of the Nagas. The study also attempted
to understand how the colonial state and the Christian missionaries came into
encounter with the Nagas and the changes brought about among the Nagas. The
study is qualitative research in nature. It used an exploratory approach including
both auto-ethnography and autobiographical accounts. It used data and literary
resources accessed through texts, artefacts, archival records and official Gazetteers,
State and private libraries, from Churches and individual collections. Extended field
work was done using ethnographic approach for engaging closely with the Naga
communities. The study found that dormitory system similar to the Naga Morung
were found in different societies among the tribals in the Northeast of India and the
central India such as the Murias, the Oraons, the Ghonds etc. The Morung was one
of the pivotal institutions of educating and socializing the Naga youth and was also
an institution for preserving and also transmitting the Nagas history and cultural
practices through the oral history. The encounter of the Nagas with the colonial state
and with those of the Christian missionaries had left a huge impact on the Nagas
overall worldview. These powerful encounter brought an end to the various
traditional and cultural practices of the Nagas including the wanning of the Naga
Morung. The current study is also an attempt at preserving and carrying forward the
knowledge about the Morung system of the Nagas to the larger body of scholars.
Keywords: Morung, Feast of Merit, gennas, head hunting, colonial state, Christianity

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Methodology 3. Exploring the Practice of the Dormitory System
and the different Indigenous Ways of Educating the Youth 4. The Field Sites and
Fieldwork 5. The Nagas Encounter with the Colonial Forces and Christian
Missionaries in the Early 19th Century. 6. Findings and Conclusion.

KALIA (Anchal)

Power and Ideology: Context, Contestations and Challenges in History Curriculum.
Supervisor: Dr. Ashish Ranjan

Th 28270
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Abstract

The content of the school History curriculum has often been the subject of controversy
and considerable public attention. History textbooks are perceived as tools
perpetuating cultures, ideologies and indoctrination of minds. They are believed to
reflect the complex relationship between ‘power and knowledge’ as propounded by
Michael Apple and forms the theoretical framework of the study. There have been
efforts to examine the political dynamics around the construction of official History
curriculum developed by governments or other competent authorities for standard use
in schools across a state or the entire country. It is this layered context that the
present research explores into, culminating with some of the emerging concerns
manifested through the National Education Policy NEP (2020). The present study aims
to understand the context while framing the curriculum, the contestations it
encounters, and the challenges it extends while getting transacted in the classrooms.
It further explores upon the teachers’ perspective based on their classroom
experiences. The research design employed for carrying out the study is qualitative in
nature. The study has been carried out within an interpretive paradigm wherein the
subjective experiences play an important role. The content analysis has also been
done using comparative techniques. The study is delimited to the areas of Punjab and
the NCR. The study involves an analysis of policy documents and History textbooks
(deconstructing a few excerpts), followed by qualitative data collection with the help of
classroom observations, open-ended questionnaires and an in-depth analysis of
teachers’ interviews. It has emerged from the study that ‘differential power’ when
intrudes into the curriculum and thereby reaches students in the form of textbook
content, it takes the form of ‘cultural politics’. In the process of text getting
decontextualized and then recontextualized, there creeps in discrepancy. The
knowledge which gets filtered before getting declared legitimate, aims towards
changing the very consciousness of society. The exogenous factor which is the State
power casts a dooming effect on the endogenous factor, the assimilation of knowledge
at the grassroot level. Not to forget that in any political arena, ‘history curriculum’ is
the site for power struggle over the present and the future of a society.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Review of literature. 3. Research Design. 4. Discussion and
Analysis 5. Findings and Conclusion. Bibliography.

KARJEE (Priyanka)

Implementation and Practices of Integrated Child Development Scheme in the
context of Pre-Primary Education in West Bengal.

Supervisor: Dr. M. Rajendran

Th 28271

Abstract

This dissertation is a study of the implementation and practice of the education
component of the Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) in the context of the
state of West Bengal (WB) in India. To study this aspect of ICDS, I looked at how the
educational component is understood and practiced in select sites in a Northern
district in WB. As part of the project, I undertook my study of an ICDS project in a
Block from WB and used a case study method. I make the following arguments. One,
while early childhood education is increasingly being recognised as the formative and
foundational years for future learning, structural limitations of the ICDS scheme
makes it a near impossible task to meaningfully deliver ECE to the children enrolled.
Two, while a meaningful implementation of ECE is a challenge that ICDS face,
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stakeholders - Anganwadi Workers and Supervisors in this case - make a strategic
choice to prioritize nutritional and immunization goals so as to make the scheme
relevant to the social groups who use ICDS services. This choice, I argue, is arising
from their lived experience in the community, caste, ethnic and class differentiation
from the beneficiaries and due to the increasing and diverse demands posed on ICDS
employees from various state machineries. Three, in light of the new National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, a shift in policy favoring ECE, if it comes at the cost of
the nutritional component of ICDS, might not necessarily improve the holistic
development of children in the Block. This is because of the peculiar place that ICDS
centers - known locally as khichdi schools - hold here and the signaling that ICDS
sends to the community. This becomes pertinent because though the ECE component
of ICDS has taken a backseat, how it is being conceptualized at the policy level and
how the scheme aims to train the Anganwadi Workers and Supervisors is close to the
best practices across the world. The recognition of play, free time, collaborative activity
based learning, use of locally available resources and a conscious choice to not teach
alphabets or counting during early years are markedly different from how ECE is
practiced in private ECE centers in the Block. The ECE component of ICDS in West
Bengal reveals a curious phenomena where a lack of resources - in terms of
infrastructure, physical space, teaching-learning materials and support systems to
facilitate learning - forces the ICDS officials to downplay ECE at the cost of nutrition
and immunization components, but in the process practices an ECE model which is
informal, play and activity based and uses locally available resources. This model of
preparation for formal schooling, paradoxically, is close to how ECE is conceptualized
in the learner centered models coming out of the NEP 2020.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Literature review 3. Research methodology. 4. Structuring learning
at the organisational level: ICDS and the limits and possibilities of learning. 5.
Mothers and the anganwadi system: participation, perception and critique of the
learning model 6. Conclusion. References.

KUN SEYHA
Exploring the Performance of Educational Personnel: A Case of Cambodia.

Supervisor: Prof. Ashish Ranjan
Th 28272

Abstract

Upon achieving the status of lower-middle-income country in 2015, and based on its
consistently remarkable accomplishments, Cambodia is optimistic about setting its
ambitious goal to become an upper-middle-income nation by 2030 and a developed
one in 2050. To accomplish such an aspiration and milestone, the Royal Government
of Cambodia (RGC) carefully mapped out its novel Pentagonal Strategy, phase 1, which
prioritized Education as one of the privileged sectors. This implies there is strong
demand to have joint efforts from all stakeholders, along with optimal utilization of
resources. Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS), in this sense, plays a
crucial role in producing quality human resources for the nation. This study employs
a qualitative approach, with specific utilization of the Grounded Theory, and an NVivo
software for analyzing collected data to provide a comprehensive analysis of the
challenge to the administrative staff performance of the educational ministry. The
qualitative aspect includes in-depth interviews with key participants, allowing for an
insightful understanding of their personal experiences and perceptions pertinent to
their subordinator educational performance. The research involves the collection of
data from a sample of 30 educational personnel in charge of respective technical
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departments at central level with particular procedures. Preliminary findings indicated
some major challenges, consolidated in themes including, systemic barriers,
organizational structure, leadership and management, capacity, personality and
attitude, performance appraisal and motivation, which are the attributes of poor
performance among workforces at the national level. The study came up with
overarching recommendations including: clear structure and role, supportive and
motivating work environment, leadership and management, skill development and
capacity building, performance and results-driven culture, and resource management.
With reflection to existing and relevant frameworks, the research offers actionable
recommendations for policymakers and educational leaders, emphasizing potential
interventions that address both immediate and long-term challenges toward promoting
quality staff performance.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Literature review 3. Research methodology. 4. Findings 5.
Conclusion. References.

MISHRA (Nidhi)

Construction of Masculinities in Schools : An Ethnographic Study.
Supervisor: Dr. Seema Sarohe

Th 28791

Abstract

Abstract for Pre-submission Topic- Construction of Masculinities in School: An
Ethnographic Study Scholar: Nidhi Mishra Supervisor: Dr. Seema Sarohe Over the
past century, gender research has largely centred on the lives and experiences of
women with a strong emphasis on critiquing patriarchal structures that reproduce
gender inequality. Feminist scholarship has been instrumental in challenging the
naturalisation of gender roles and in foregrounding how power operates through
social norms and practices. In recent decades, however, the field of gender studies
has undergone a significant epistemological shift. This shift marks the movement
beyond the exclusive focus on women’s issues, towards a more inclusive analysis
that also centres men and masculinities as historically and socially constructed
gender identities. Theorists have increasingly argued that men, too, are shaped by
intersecting social realities and power dynamics. Much of the scholarship challenges
the deterministic understandings of gender and foregrounds the social, cultural, and
discursive processes through which boys come to inhabit masculine identities. In the
Indian context, however, there remains a relative gap in ethnographic studies that
centres the voices and everyday practices of boys within the school setting. This
study attempts to address this gap by exploring how masculinities are performed,
regulated and contested within the everyday life of an elementary school in Delhi.
Anchored in post-structuralist and social constructionist paradigms, the study
investigates how gendered subjectivities are shaped through everyday institutional
practices and peer culture. The central focus is on the role of peer groups as a
significant site of masculine identity formation and performance. The fieldwork was
conducted over an academic year through sustained participant observation and
conversational interviews (semi-structured) with boys from classes six to eight.
Employing narrative analysis, the findings are organised around the core themes
that uncover how masculinity is lived, performed and embodied within the school
spaces. Through the voices and actions of boys, the research foregrounds how power,
resistance, and emotional complexities are embedded in their everyday negotiations
of ‘growing up a boy’.



14.

15.

170

Contents

1. Masculinities and schools 2. Locating masculinities, a review of scholarship 3.
Situating the research in an ethnographic framework 4. Introducing the participants:
situated vignettes 5. Schools as gendered spaces: aspirations, bodies, and everyday
masculinities. 6. Peer culture: everyday contestation and alternative masculinities.7.
Findings and conclusions.

NAYAGIN (Kothai)

In-depth Study of Science Teaching Orientations of Pre-service Teachers in a
Teacher Education Programme.

Supervisor: Prof. Alka Behari

Th 28273

Abstract

Science teaching orientations, a key component of Pedagogical Content Knowledge
(PCK), are essential for effective science education. Science teaching orientations are
defined as a set of beliefs about the goals or purposes of science teaching, science
teaching-learning, the role of the teacher and the role of the learner. A better
understanding of the science teaching orientations of pre-service teachers
throughout their teacher education programme would assist in designing the teacher
education curriculum to provide more effective support for future teachers. Hence,
the present study attempts to explore the science teaching orientations of pre-service
science teachers across time in their two-year teacher education programme. This
study used a longitudinal mixed methods research design to gather rich data on the
science teaching orientations of pre-service teachers. Qualitative data were collected
through semi-structured interviews and quantitative data were collected through the
Pedagogy of Science Teaching Test-India. Data collection from the pre-service
teachers occurred in four phases: at the entry-level, after the completion of first-year,
after the school internship and at the end of the two-year teacher education
programme. A thematic analysis was used to analyse the qualitative data, and
quantitative data was examined through frequency analysis to confirm and elaborate
on the qualitative findings. The results of the study show that the science teaching
orientations of pre-service teachers were improved towards learner-centred
orientations from teacher-centred orientations after engaging in the two-year teacher
education programme. It was found that in addition to the learning experiences, the
teaching context (learners and content) in which the pre-service teachers are placed
were the potential influencing factors of their science teaching orientations. Certain
key components of the two-year teacher education programme, which are critical in
shaping the learner-centred science teaching orientations of pre-service teachers,
were also identified.
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1. Introduction 2. Theoretical framework and review of related literature. 3.
Methodology 4. Data analysis and interpretation. 5. Major findings and discussion .6
References, Appendices.
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Abstract

The issue of language is multidimensional and complex as it involves pedagogic
concerns as well as identity issues. In northern India, Hindi is taught as a school
subject right from the beginning and serves as a medium of instruction for other
subjects in government schools. However, not all students necessarily speak Hindi at
home. They use speech varieties which have been relegated to the status of being
dialects in contemporary society. Awadhi is one of them. The study examines the
complex interface between Awadhi as children’s mother-tongue (home language) and
the standard Hindi at school. There are three dimensions of the study: (i) it analyses
the linguistic character of Hindi and Awadhi and compares them for pedagogic
implications; (ii) it captures and analyses primary school teachers™ discourse on the
issue of language teaching at school and, (iii) it draws upon a sample of children’s
verbal and written articulations that were collected by giving them tasks based on
Erikson’s doll method. The study incorporated a mixed-method approach in which in
depth interviews were conducted with 50 primary school teachers teaching in private
and government schools in Lucknow (urban) and Bahraich (rural) districts of Uttar
Pradesh. A total of 200 children, studying in Grades III and V, participated in the
study. The discourse analysis method was used for analysis which brought out a
strong contempt towards children’s home language in the teachers’ articulations.
They viewed children’s language as an obstacle and their pedagogic approach largely
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centred on correcting children’s organic speech. They did not have any familiarity
with the departures that Awadhi and Hindi make from each other. They were
dismissive of a child’s agency and operated with the deficit model. The long drawn
policy goal of giving space to children’s mother tongue found no space in their discourse.
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1. Introduction 2. Theoretical Framework 3. Review of Related Literature 4.
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Abstract

Literacy plays a significant role in children’s successful survival in the school. Failing to
acquire literacy impacts their learning other subject areas. Teaching of literacy is
identified as traditional in nature in the Indian classrooms. One of the reasons of
prevalent traditional approach is lack of teachers’ knowledge to teach literacy. Pre-
service teacher education programs lay the foundation of teachers™ knowledge. Therefore,
the present study aims to explore pre-service teachers™ conceptualization of literacy in
the classroom context. The study was conducted with 20 B.EL.Ed pre-service teachers.
The pre-service teachers (PSTs) were in their final year of the course and doing their
online school internship. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the data was collected
through online class observation and interviews were taken telephonically. PSTs’
reflective journals were also studied as the data source. The findings of the study reveal
some significant dimensions regarding the knowledge of PSTs for literacy and its
pedagogy. Their conceptualization emerged from three major categories. Firstly, the way
they critiqued the literacy pedagogy of the schools, secondly, their own understanding of
literacy which they have acquired throughout their course and its translation while
teaching during the school internship and thirdly, their reflections on the online
teaching. Within each category there were sub categories too in order to examine the
layers of PSTs™ conceptualization. B.EL.ED PSTs showed their understanding to teach
literacy and its complexities influenced by their teacher education program. They
emerged as informed teachers not only about the literacy pedagogy but situating the
pedagogy in a larger social context too. The finding of the study informs that a high-
quality teacher education program that focuses on comprehension positively influences
the PSTs" knowledge about teaching of literacy and the quality of literacy environment.
The PSTs" understanding to acknowledge the diversity and the issue of representation in
children’s literature give a promising hope regarding the way they will carry out their
future teaching. Their ideas are still growing however, considering that they are able to
identify such complex issues in the span of four years and saw the possibilities of
implementing on online platform cannot be overlooked and must be acknowledged.
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SAHOO (Ranjan Kumar)

Morung among the Nagas: Encounter of Traditional Education with Colonialism
and Christianity.
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Abstract

Neoliberalism is currently the most dominant political philosophy across the world.
The term ‘neoliberalism’ has been introduced as a new mode of regulation or form of
governmentality within higher education (Olssen & Peters, 2005). It is basically a
theory of the political economy that contends that the greatest way to enhance
human wellbeing is to liberate individual entrepreneurial freedoms and skills within
an institutional setting characterized by robust private property rights, free markets,
and free trade. The responsibility of the state is to create and maintain an
institutional setting suitable for such practices (Harvey, 2005, p. 2). This study
critically examines the neoliberal turn in India’s higher education system, exploring
its historical evolution, policy changes, and their impact on key aspects such as
access, equity, quality, autonomy, governance, finance, and academic culture. The
Convergent Parallel Design of the mixed method approach was used as the primary
design for the study. The researcher selected ten higher education institutions
across Delhi NCR and Odisha, including central, state, private, deemed universities,
and government colleges as the research site of the study by adopting the purposive
sampling method. A total of 93 students, 73 teachers, and 04 academicians or
educationists were selected as a sample of the study and data were collected through
questionnaire and semi- structured interview schedule. for teachers and
academicians or educationists as a part of the required field work. The quantitative
data were analyzed through percentage analysis and the qualitative data through
thematic analysis. The findings of the study reveal that while neoliberal reforms have
diversified higher education and increased learning opportunities, they have also
deepened systemic inequalities, reduced public university autonomy, and
commercialized education. The policy is also found justified as it is based on
individual economic rationality which helps consumers (students) to choose the best
product (institution) for themselves and it helps in preparing workforce, which
ultimately benefits the socioeconomic development of the nation. The primary goal of
the study is to inspire the higher education institutions, academic staff, students,
policymakers, and other agencies related to education to reflect upon it and
necessitate posit changes accordingly
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Construction of Masculinities in School.
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Abstract
The present research aims to explore the construction, performance and negotiation

of masculinity among boys aged 15-19 years. The study examines the construction
of masculinity through the physical body and bodily practices of sports and fitness.
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The study also examines how social expectations and family pressures influence the
educational, personal, and professional aspirations of young boys. The theoretical
background of this study is derived from the theories of R.W. Connell, and a
contextualised understanding is provided by the work of Sanjay Srivastava. Connell
(2005) notes that masculinities are constructed through social practices and bodily
practices. At a given time, a form of masculinity holds a hegemonic status. In a
postcolonial Indian context, Srivastava (1989) theorises masculinity as relational and
embedded in institutional contexts, such as the school. He also suggests that
masculine identities are negotiated through consumption, urban space, and the
regulation of sexuality. The study site is a private senior secondary school. The
sample size of the study consists of 40 boys. Data was collected in three phases
using observations, focused group discussions and personal interviews. The analysis
of data reveals that expressions and performance of masculinities for boys are
constrained by gendered boundaries. There is policing of one’s sexuality, and
homophobic attitudes are visible through peer regulation. Masculine identities of
young boys are constructed and negotiated through their participation in various
physical activities, including yoga, bodybuilding, and sports. The boys focus on
constructing a muscular, strong body that is characterised in popular
understanding as masculine. There is an aspiration for well-paying jobs, success,
and respectable status through education and skill-based learning. Boys display
eagerness for early entry into the workforce and a desire for financial independence.
Their aspirational capacity is seen as constrained by time, parents” financial status,
availability of employment opportunities, and a lack of mentorship.
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Abstract

This study explores the experiences of learners with visual impairments in science
education, challenging pervasive societal misconceptions about disability and
learning capabilities. Employing a reflective lifeworld research approach, the study
conducted extensive fieldwork in two special schools for visually impaired students
to understand their science learning experiences. The research reveals critical
insights into the challenges faced by visually impaired learners in science
classrooms. Negative perceptions from school administrators and teachers suggest a
widespread belief that science is unsuitable for these students. The study found that
as students progress to higher grades, they perceive science as becoming
increasingly difficult. Despite these challenges, learners demonstrate a natural
curiosity about scientific concepts, though their engagement can be hindered by
monotonous teaching methods. Braille emerges as the primary learning tool, often
due to the lack of alternative resources rather than pedagogical preference. A
significant concern is the inadequacy of special education classrooms in supporting
students with additional disabilities, exposing fundamental limitations in specialized
education. The findings underscore the need for comprehensive educational reforms.
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The research suggests that educational institutions must develop resources beyond
Braille, challenge institutional biases about visually impaired students” scientific
potential, and redesign curricula with accessibility as a core consideration.
Implementing multi-sensory teaching approaches and providing targeted support for
higher-grade challenges are crucial. Moreover, special education institutions need to
enhance their capacity to support students with multiple disabilities, moving
towards a more inclusive and supportive learning environment. Ultimately, the study
calls for a transformative approach to inclusive education that recognizes and
nurtures the scientific potential of all learners, regardless of visual ability.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Review of Related Literature 3. Research Methodology 4. Data
Analysis 5. Reporting Results, Conclusion, and Educational Implications, References,
Bibliography.
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Education of Girls with Disability in the State of Haryana.
Supervisor: Dr. Subhash Chander
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Abstract

Education could be used as a tool for the upward economic and Social mobility of a
person. It is fundamental for acquiring full human potential, developing holistic
society, and promoting national development . Providing universal access to quality
education is key to continued ascent, and leadership on the global level in terms of
economic growth, social justice and equality, scientific advancement, national
integration, and cultural preservation on (NEP 2020). It has the potential to bring a
desirable change in the society. Education also helps in bridging the gap between
various sections of society. If we talk about the marginalized section then it is like a
means of equity and justice for them. Education helps in connecting the GWDs with
rest of the society. They remain marginalized for a longer period of time reason being
their gender and disability. They are doubly excluded because of these two factor.
Studies have shown that this dual matrix make their status more vulnerable in the
society. This study tried to explore the policies and provision helpful to GWDs of
Haryana state and how actually they are implemented in the schools? It also trying
to explore a nuanced picture of their social, academic and emotional issues at school
level and at home. What could be the possible suggestions to overcome these
challenges within the education system also discussed here.
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Building a Framework of the Study 4. Analysis and Interpretation of the Study 5.
Conclusion. Bibliography, Appendices.

SHARMA (Ram Murti)
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Collectives in the Educational Policy Making Process.

Supervisors: Dr. Namita Ranganathan

Th 28279

Abstract

Teachers have a central role in ensuring high-quality, equitable, and lifelong learning
at both global and national levels. As liberal democracy has evolved, teachers have
organized themselves into collectives to defend their rights and interests. In India,
teacher unions antedate trade unionism, and the first union was formed in 1890 in
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the colonial era. These collectives gradually widened their involvement to academic
and professional issues, frequently obstructing policies viewed as inimical to
teachers”™ socio-economic status and professional discretion. The present study
analyzes the role and involvement of school teacher collectives in educational policy-
making, a process that entails numerous stakeholders and evolves through intricate
phases. Some of the key questions are if teacher collectives are recognized as
authentic civil society players in policy consultations, if they are prepared for the role,
if they can reposition themselves in response to changing school policies, if they have
clear positions on policy matters, especially during the post-liberalization period, and
how they approach challenges brought by neoliberal reforms. Three teacher
collectives based in Delhi, Lok Shikshak Manch (LSM), Government School Teachers”
Association (GSTA), and Akhil Dilli Prathamaik Shikshak Sangh (ADPSS), are
analyzed. Collection of data entailed detailed study of documents, pamphlets, official
correspondence, submissions at policy levels, and in-depth interviews with senior
officials. The findings show that though some collectives openly question policy
reforms, their limited size restricts their influence. They also participate in global
and regional policy debates regarding teachers’ rights and working conditions, and
broaden their advocacy beyond the issues of teachers to involve student welfare. Yet,
the state frequently attempts to undermine these collectives by controlling their
bargaining space and denying them meaningful policy participation.
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Abstract

Bullying is one of the matters of concern for all stake holders involved with schools.
It is important to understand the developmental background and context in which a
child develops as bully, victim and so on. Understanding about interrelated and
adjoining issues related to a child needs an inter-agency response. In this research,
an alternative and effective approach is adopted to enquire about motivational and
responsible factors for the child’s distinct behaviour (bullying) and identify their
motivations for such behaviour of them. This approach is developmental contextual
perspective of Bullying which recognises child’s developmental pathways with the
help of their individual characteristics and their interaction with their salient
relationships. The objectives of the study were to gain insight into different types of
bullying, document various standard operating procedures of schools for
identification, prevention and control on bullying, understand the variation in
consequences for different roles in bullying, explore the stakeholders’ perception
about different roles in bullying and document developmental contexts which leads
to the creation of bullies, victim and bystander. In the present study, mixed method
research design has been employed by including quantitative and qualitative
approaches, in combination which provided a better understanding of research
problems. The population comprises the learners, teachers, counsellors, school
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administrators and parents of all the Government and Private co-ed senior
secondary schools of East Delhi affiliated from CBSE and having appointed
professional counsellors in their school. The total sample size includes 507
individuals by including all stakeholders contributed. Semi structured interview,
Questionnaire, focused group Discussion and Case study were used as tools to
collect the data. The responses of the questionnaire and semi structured interview
were converted into the percentages and frequencies. In the present study, the data
analysis was done both qualitatively and quantitatively. In order to present and
analyze the data systematically and comprehensively, themes and sub themes were
identified and analysis of the data has been done. Results and interpretation of the
data is done within 15 themes and the responses from students, teachers,
counsellors and school administrators were represented as subthemes which then
analyzed and conclusions drawn from it.
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HE aadr
uy" Wl @t SEe & YT oa I it ufthaneli vd T YHdgR &I
fa=ayn|
frderd : . SR AT
Th 28286
GIIST

TNY-RI "TYH GGt DT SE1S & U ST I faererdt ufohanst Ud BT YuagR &
Iy Bg a1 MHTR RT AR (@Y SN (MY THaféienn) a8 My vy G o sEnsi
& STa-URTH, QAferes srval quT faemadt-SRimTd ufhansti & ey # 3% JareH, Uy
Td ATAFH & Ufshar &1 O IRy URd &Rl &1 I8 AT 39 a1 B hg H
TGdl § for e Had & eclis Ulhdr 9 §idR Uh HIoie, ARdpiae d e
uferar 1t &, S SISl 3 ugaM, sraifay, ok o9 &t el Td Hiaw & sratensit
DI TERTE I THIFAT IR &1 MY P UHE I UYH Uil & SHMS B uTRaie-
qrior qEA, et ufsharel & Yeviiiar, e gt ifeal g demrst o g,
TuT e ¥ FAfHd 81l ST IR & el BT SR AT 5| D Sicfe T
H1 Jar oo an | 6 foemea & 39 srEefl & Sryd o SHEmet ¥ f5y yeR fiF €, @
foT arensit ¥ SErht €, [ UeR &1 R1e/s-geurdt sadeR 3= U 8idT &, 3R 9 fien &
1§ f6d ypR qrH i, ATETHE 7 g $I 3R dedt 81 39 My
qorcHe MY TGfeT bl Sro=ran T ¥ AR PGAR S (case study) & 3l

[ (Narratives) &1 SUGUT Tl a1, TP SMUR R 16 TYH UGl B SHTSH &
S SFvdl 1 ebferd 3R IR e 71 §1 371 Telel & St WY uuach &
ey ure smarel gy Serff 3 fiw snenfea fazawor gRT wEnel & urikaike, ame®,
ffes, faemerdt, wemTd wd -fifava srval &1 T 9 fawewor fasar g1 87 et ®I
gyr fdl B IET 3T YR W JH T ¢ P I 34 uRaR 3t ugelt T Iew &, o
faemerd Rrenm @Y siu=nlRe et & wam 10 & a1 ot 3reggRd 81 MY F Izawor § Wy
m%%mmmmﬁm IRaTRe greifedl, WoTg aemef ok
X161 TgUTS} UaER B HfSISl BT JHT Bt §, b 1 3 Ryel B TERG URad
Td AfeTd Gfad BT ATead At ¢ | e 7 398 iR srafaRkan, fadwen g &1 e




26.

179

a1 T efPIu Bl f[asRid fbar g1 2Ny § g8 i T¥ 81 ¢ fb bR Aol (o
BEgEl, frs-s Hid, drsdl dior) &1 FHeRl Td Ugd Wid a1, R diorst &1
3Ufard Y YA BT deb el Ugd UT| dgl, $o [aeradl 1 gl BT IRUTGRISG HdgR
3 el & for femn-Fdee wfed gon of: W & o9 Savus & ol & b i
it ud faenerd uferart 59 sEns o ARy sravgmdist & THsl, THYH UM &Y 3R
3 U Ule! &t SESH & ¥4 U UgdM iR SRAHAD 1T & ¥R UGH DL | Hhd
Teq - UYH Ulel, SIHd ST, faemerd! ufoharsti, HemTd YoIdgR, [y

o g

1. [ a9 2. gafad aifed & auen 3. UAEmE 4. 9EErl AEaT &
ST 5. faeio U e 6. 9RO Ud R | dee I Rl | g |

gred (HIq)
J! | Sisv Sifrar faffifa . aue-aRefae Td A wau
frders : o, iR AR

Th 28284
GIRIT

faftr Suas woil-fom=l, wita-]NY Ud g9y Sierm # WI-Joy & 4did fdoa ¥ gus
T MYBT TN DI TATES 3R Siichaidd w9 I fAfFfHa gl Sex-if e &1
A &1 YO g | o o Iorerit 73 foeah 59 & Aeararia gRaR! & $d oF aid
(30 ¥ 50 q¥ d®), faarfed, wm@Eml Td Rfem cufadl &1 JeRg Tu9 R 36 THY
SiiaH-3ryal (3MNF TH IdHM) BT H T & Siid SAJATHD AETDR b
a1 o f-snerika fazevoners sieaga & g ur AT f Wt SR gIY al & Bt
3Rt Ser-sif@rar fRfRffd & uRar, ufdwr iR arar-fdr & fady yftrer Ak St 2,
S s 3 YfPpTal, STRald!, 1 fqHSH, HRER-Ram & a1y € Jarfiee fFufar @t o
TeTdT ¥ THTTAd PR 81 SHP 1Y &1 3T TOpIaT &, faaTg-usid Sl giud sia
IR G g1 B SIeR-HRAdT DI TS U F GHaHHd H & 8T YHeT Fyrd
&1 P PR IRRATT Ys1af F e el Wi 9k’ I dR IHS 7, 8 39 |ries
gy ot Bf & & srear pE T, T W YHwel W o it wrgiert HRar
A ¥ & wU ¥ fowar g1 g 39 ueiedl § fAfgd v IRefae e o
WEA: W o Gl g1 Ul & SFddiadd dadl &1 fARayunees aRkomdl § a8 ur
T fb g9t W@-gey U Pt oz, fAaFor, wWrmar R Aol @ 99 wuf &
R A 3fa=y fdld 8, IReg 39 WA JHaes daedl | ffgd iU sm=rl o
Ffea-Tael F Teuf H gus are AV g1 3id T, W-geV SeR HfFvar [ & 39 gaq
oot vfgear & Rien wd Toe-IRelae ded Agagel Yie A €, Y @39y &
A SieR TS Bl I TaH FaeR, fdaR 3R Yffwrel & g & <1 off 1 ¢ |

v g

1. 99 JOg 2. g9ad difed & gqiel 3. IO 4. Ge9rl STEEE @
IR 5. faeeiovr ud e 6. 9o ud Ry | ded ) gEl | aRiEe |




27.

180
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Rituals of Schooling and Socialisation of Students: A Study of an Arya Samaj
Kanya Gurukul in Haryana.

Supervisor: Dr. Radhika Menon
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Abstract

Schools are important socialising agencies after the family because a child spends a
considerable part of the formative years in these institutions. However, the school
experiences are varied due to varied institutional norms, practices and also
determined by a child’s social, economic, and cultural context. In the Indian context,
schools differ considerably on the basis of who owns, manages or runs the school
(Juneja, 2011, p.209). Yet, there is limited understanding of schools as an
institution, especially from a sociological perspective (Nambissan, 2013; Vasavi,
2015). Therefore, the focus of the present research is to understand the day-to-day
rituals of schooling and socialisation of students in an Arya Samaj Kanya Gurukul
situated in Haryana. The study adopts learnings from new sociological perspectives
and is conceptually eclectic. The focus is on school as an institution and a case
study of the selected school has been undertaken using various tools and techniques
like detailed interviews. The socio-historical context of the Kanya Gurukul has been
traced and school processes are seen through its daily rituals, both educational and
Arya Samaji. The study reveals how a regimented daily schedule is ensured around
yagya, recitation of mantras, instilling sanskars etc. contributes to developing the
dual elements of religious education as well as demands of formal schooling. The
study indicates that over the years the strict enforcement of religious practices and
stringent gendered norms inherent in the curriculum and daily activities has given
rise to contradictions in the progressive claims. Not all students internalise the Arya
Samaji practices, as they look at it as part of formal education. Rather many try to
bypass various activities in subtle, unorganised ways. At the same time the Kanya
Gurukul is also trying to align itself with contemporary educational contexts while
also sustaining its image as an Arya Samaj institution.
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