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Abstract

There has been a lively debate, both in the Indian and Western traditions, about the nature
of consciousness. The central issues in the philosophy of mind are both conceptual and
empirical. The issues like what is consciousness? What are the essential features of mind and
what distinguishes the mind from the body? What are mental states? What are feelings and
emotions? What is the nature of the self or {tman or manas? What is the relation between
them? — these preoccupations are primarily conceptual. Whereas questions like, are mental
states property of the brain? Is consciousness causally connected with the brain? Are mental
states identical with the brain states or other physical states? What is the relationship
between the self and the body? -are empirical questions. Both Indian and western thinkers
have attempted in their own ways to answer these questions. These may be reduced to
study three phenomena- soul, mind and brain. Scientists are also puzzled by these questions.
Science and philosophy differ while dealing with these issues. Neurologists and
neuroscientists are of the opinion that the mental states are an offshoot of the neuronal
activities. They even go to the extreme of saying that mind or self is identical with the brain.
In Neuroscience the concept of mind or self is not separate from the brain. It is noteworthy
that “Modern neurosciences and ancient materialistic school do not subscribe to the
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existence of self.”1 In Western philosophy and psychology, the term mind or self has been
used interchangeably. There is no clear-cut and sharp distinction between the two. Whereas
in Indian philosophy, mind and self are different entities; and there is a clear and sharp
distinction between the two. Self is conscious and non-material whereas. mind
(Antahkarnam or Manas ot citta) is material. However, in Indian philosophy we do not find
much discussion on the idea of brain. Why is it so is an interesting issue for discussion? A
comparative study of the two traditions shall help us in a deeper understanding of the nature
of mind, self, and brain. A comparative study of the two shall enrich both the Indian and
Western philosophy of mind. Philosophy of mind is a study of various aspects of mind and its
relation with the outer world. When | perceive an object in this world, the question arises,
what is the nature of perception? Is there an ‘internal agent’ who perceives the object or is it
neuro-chemical activities in brain, which causes brain to have perception? Various
philosophers have contributed to these questions on the nature and function of mind. On
the one hand, in philosophy, soul is regarded to be an immortal entity, which enters the
body at birth and departs at death. It is the sole cause or seat of perception. On the other
hand, in neurosciences, brain is a physical entity, where conscious states, processes and
structures take place. Consciousness is an offshoot of these processes and therefore can be
reduced to the brain.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Upanisads and Presocratics 3. Gaudapada and Plato 4.
Citsukhacarya and descartes 4- David chalmers and K.C. Bhattacharya 5.
Philosophy of science and spirituality and Western thought and Advaita. Conclusion.
Bibliography.
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Abstract

The word Veda is derived from the root Vid, which means knowledge, to contemplate,
attainment and entity. The meaning of the word has been determined on the basis of the
meaning of the root located in the word. Etymology means the study of the origin of the
word and the process of its development. Without knowing the meaning of Vedic hymns,
their use should be avoided, Nirukta imparts knowledge of the meaning of those Vedic
hymns on the basis of their interpretation. The Vedic hymns are related to the deities. Each
sukta has its own deity. There is a place of cow as a deity in the Vedas, so the Vedas in
general, consider cow to be sacred or to be worshipped. Cow is said to be the mother of the
whole world in Vedas. Just as a mother gives a special life by enduring all sorrows and living a
normal life, giving all the comforts and facilities to her progeny, similarly the cow provides
milk in the form of nectar to everyone by eating mere dry straws and drinking normal water.

Contents

1. Form of Cow in the Vedas 2. State of bovines in vedic period 3. Benefits from Cows
4. Condition of Bulls 5. Interpretation of Bovines by Modern scholars 6. Position of
Bovines in Modern world. Epilogue. Conclusion. Bibliography. Appendix.
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