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ANANT PRAKASH

Analyzing Bicameralism in Parliamentary Federations: Comparative Study of
Germany and India.

Supervisor: Prof. Sangit Kumar Ragi

Th 27261

Abstract

The central problematique that my research dwells upon relates to the raison d’etre
of the bicameral legislature and its status and role in the parliamentary federations.
To decode the different dimensions of the problematique, I will rely on the
comparative study of bicameralism in Germany and India. The increasing relevance
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of the bicameral legislature and its impact on the federal pattern of governance
create a combination of strong hypotheses and scope for reckoning and analysis.
This study would help in understanding the relevance of a bicameral legislature in
enhancing regional representation and accommodating regional aspirations in
multiethnic, multinational, multicultural, plural, or divided societies or countries.
This study may also provide insights into the efficacy of bicameralism in promoting
democratic governance and policymaking in various contexts. Additionally, the study
can identify the factors that contribute to the success or failure of bicameral systems
and provide recommendations for enhancing the functionality of bicameral systems
in federal nations.
Contents

1. Introduction 2. Bicameralism in federations: theoretical outlook 3. Bicameralism
in Germany: political institutions, processe, and outvomes 4. Bicameralism in India:
political institutions, processe, and outvomes 5. Comparative analysis of
bicameralism in Germany and India: Critical issues 6. Conclusion. Bibliography.
Annexure.
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Gender Equality and Cultural Rights in India: An Analysis of the indian state
practices in the aftermath shah bano judgment.

Supervisor: Dr. Nasreen Chowdhory

Th 26869

Abstract

The research aims to examine a better alternative to trace women’s rights in minority
communities. Muslim women’s rights are being politicized for so long but the issue
has not been resolved. In this context, I would like to examine how the two terms,
gender equality, and cultural diversity are accommodated in the post-colonical
indian state. The research tride to examine the problem with the lens of co-existing
gender rights and religious rights. In the surrounding noisy environment of religious
tension and gender rights of of muslim women, some state and non-state actors are
facing the challenge of realizing the right approach. The muslim women (protection
of rights on divorce) act, 1986 intenrionally was not designed for the democratic
rights of mislim women. The high courts’ judgment shows that the maintenance of
divorced condified Islamic law in 1986prevented muslim women more effectively
than secular state law. Cultural diversity in india pertains to religious diversity,
caste, religion, and ethnicity. The research examinded the dilemma of
accommodating gender equality with religious freedom, wherein the role of the
indian judiciary and how the state maintains a balance between the demands of
religion and gender justice in delivering judgments and enacting laws on
maintenance and divorce rights.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. A conceptual exploration: “Equality” in gendered and cultural
“rights” 3. Historical exploration: muslim women, personal laws, and challenge of
democracy 4. A filed work analysis: muslim women’s opinions and laws and cultural
governing bodies 5. Muslim women’s rights as multicultural claim 6. Conclusion 7.
Annexure 8. Bibliography.
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KUNDAN KUMAR
Global Climate Change Negotiation: A Comparative Study of Role of China and
United States of American in Copenhagen and Paris Summits.

Supervisors: Prof. Navnita Chadha Behera and Dr. Rityusha Mani Tiwary

Th 26870
Abstract

Global political dynamic always played a significant role between the nations who
Participated in the conference of parties organized under UNFCCC. The research
originaly conceptualzed in this thesis had sought to understand a boader puzzle,
that was titled as ‘peace ecology and climate change: A comparative study of
Copenhagen and paris summits’ it had sought to analyze laws and policies as
mechanisms deployed the conference of the parties (COPs) under the UNFCCC in
order to mitigate and prevent the asverse impacts of anthropogenically induced
climate changes. Specifically, the thesis had selected the Copenhagen and paris
summits for a comparative analysis. Studying the dynamic and provisions of the
global climate change negotiations ad various summits helped the author
understand their strengths and linitations. While the initial hypothesis of this study
was that cooperation in climate change summits does not necessatily reflect the
intention of the parties in ddressing the ussue, further research and its impact have
served as important rationales for cooperation at these summits. So, before
discussing the main findings of this study, it is important to briefly explain som
other aspects of the research journey which gradually brought about subtle yet
significant transformations in the conceptualization of the study itself.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Peace ecology: A conceptual framework 3. Global climate change
negotiations: an overview 4. China’s climate change policy: domestic imperatives and
global commitments 5. Climate change policy of the US: domestic exigencies and
global engagements 6. From competition and cooperation: explaining the journey
from the Copenhagen to the Paris summit. Conclusion and Bibliography.

Popular Religiosity and the Politics of Margins: A Study of Kanwar Pilgrims.

Rt Y. AeyferesT S o

Th 26871
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P. ARUN

Communications Survillance in Democracy: A Comparative Study of India,
United States of America and United Kingdom.

Supervisor: Prof. Ujjwal Kumar Singh

Th 27145
Abstract

This study investigates the emergence of communications surveillance, specifically
on telegraph and telephone communications in three liberal democracies — United
States, United Kingdom and India. Communications technology is neither an
abstract nor neutral and monolithic entity; instead, it is driven by the complex
interplay of forces, where technology intersects with law and politics. The research
explored how telegraph and telephone communication surveillance evolved in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It carries out a comparative study of the
developments in the legal regimes and surveillance practices in two western
democracies and then mainly focuses on Indian democracy during the colonial and
postcolonial eras. For this, it looks into different purposes and reasons of the state to
understand why it requires exemptions for surveillance. Were there any
constitutional limitations or legal restraints on communications surveillance? How
did it affect the nature and scope of rights and freedoms? How did the
unenumerated right to communication privacy, without any explicit mention in the
constitution, go on to become a major claim in liberal democracies? What
circumstances and factors which caused the pursuit of the right to communication
privacy? The theoretical frame this study engages with is liberal democracy; whereas
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the idea of exception is explored from the concepts of the “reasons of the state”
(Friedrich) and the “state of exception” (Schmitt and Agamben) to explain the
dilemmas of liberal democracy. First, this research demonstrates the features of the
executive oversight model and the reason behind its abandonment in two western
liberal democracies, in contrast to its continued presence in India even today.
Second, surveillance practices in colonial India have not been deeply researched and
explored; therefore, this research attempts to fill this gap in the existing knowledge
on communications surveillance. Lastly, this research contributes to understanding
the significance of trust over surveillance in a democratic system, following which
the individuals can exercise their freedom to communicate their heart and mind.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Monitoring dots and dashes: telegraph surveillance in Britain and
America 3. “We are at war”: stranglehold and communications surveillance during
wartime and interwar period 4. “The uninvited and omnipresent ear” : telephone
surveillance in Britain and America 5. “Everywhere are spread the telegraph wires” :
telegraph and surveillance law in colonial India 6. The difficulty of being in touch:
telegraph surveillance in colonial India 7. Neither disturbed nor modified:
communications surveillance in post- colonial India 8. Communications surveillace
under organized crime laws and anti-terror law in India. Conclusion. Bibliography.
Appendix.

ROY (Anubhav)
Study of Socialist Indian’s Reception of the U.S.’ Soft Power Exports,1966-71.
Supervisor: Prof. Sanjeev Kumar H.M.

Th 26872
Abstract

The years between 1966 and 1971, which encapsulated Indira Gandhi’s maiden
tenure as Prime Minister, India experienced significant transformations, both
domestically and internationally. At home, following the backlash against her initial
campaign to warm up to the US in 1966, Indira Gandhi’s government began
deepening India’s adherence towards socialist ideals and policies, empowering the
state through moves like expanded nationalisations and bold amendments to the
constitution. Alongside, externally, with New Delhi’s distrust for the US soaring due
to disputes over the Vietnam War, the American military bias for Pakistan, and
Washington’s slowing food supplies to India, her government expedited its turn to
the Soviet Union for strategic and military support amidst the Cold War. Meanwhile,
India contrastingly continued to sustain a noticeably strong preference for several
material and ideational, economic and cultural inputs from the US, ranging from
Ford Foundation grants and Fulbright scholarships to Coca-Cola’s beverages and
Chevrolet’s sedans. A primary purpose of this thesis is to chronicle in detail the
extent of this contradiction between India's acceptance for attractive American
inflows and influences despite its state’s growing socialist convictions and
partnerships during this intriguing period. From the conceptual stand-point, the
narrative so derived is then weighed against the core arguments and tenets of the
still widening discourse soft power, a notion that is essentially an extension of the
broader neo-liberal proposition of mitigating conflict in international relations
through complex interdependence. A large part of the research for this thesis relies
on the conventional historical method, based upon the assessment of archival data
extracted from multiple primary sources, ranging from government correspondences
to newspaper reports. To enhance the narrative and paint a holistic picture of the
period under study, an array of Bollywood films and articles of a leading American
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magazine from the era are also subjected to content analysis. While the thesis spans
seven chapters in all, its five core chapters are an evaluative account of the roots of
India’s rising disagreement with the US in the mid-1960s; subsequent entrenchment
of socialist policies; simultaneous military partnering of Moscow; contrasting
acceptance of financial and technical support from non-state American actors; and
sustained affinity for softer American exports such as magazines, beverages, and
cars.
Contents

1. Introduction 2. The roots of the India-US trust deficit in the mid -1960s 3. The
deepening of India’s socialism and convergences with the Soviet Union 4. The
hostility for-state-led American presence in India 5.The US’ financial, intellectual,
and technological support to India 6. The overwhelming Indian demand for certain
icons of American consumerism 7. Conclusion. Appendix. Bibliography
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SANTOSH KUMAR
Global Poverty and the Politics of Redistribution: Innovating an Institutional
Framework.
Supervisor: Prof. Ashok Acharya
Th 26873
Abstract

Globle poverty is one of the real mormal problems of our time faced by humanity,
especially in the global south. The western moral consmopolitans like Thomas pogge,
simon caney, Elizabeth ashford, Pablo gilabert ctc. Understands it as violation of
socio-economic human rights but pogge also discuss it as a harm the well-off the
developed national inflict on the global poor, especially powerless people of global
south. Regarding the duty they have a consensus but propose it differently like
pogge prescribes negative duty of justice only while caney and others prescribe
positive duties too. For many of them positive duty is either over-demanding or
supererogatory and they get back to the instirutional reforms at the global level
while caney proposes an egalitarian instirutional reform at the global level to address
acute poverty. Cosmopolitans like gilabert and peter singer also provide consent to
this proposal however, both talk about positive duty.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Cosmopolitans, anti-cosmopolitans and the question of global
distribution: where does ganshi fit in ? 3. Western moral cosmopolitanism and right-
based approach to global poverty: a noble lier or hollow promise 4. Duty-bearer
approach to alleviate global poverty: western moral cosmopolitans and Gandhi 5.
Gandhi’s compassionate cosmopolitanism and global poverty. Conclusion.
Bibliography
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SHUKLA (Shipra)
Feminist Readings of Secession: Exploring Alternate Trajectories.
Supervisor: Prof. Navnita Chadha Behera
Th 26874
Abstract

Thesis Feminist Readings of Secession: Exploring Alternate Trajectories Abstract
Secession, as a political phenomenon, is generally viewed as a disruptive challenge
to the fixed territorial borders in the contemporary international system. This thesis
is located in the normative philosophical debates on the fundamental question of
whether social groups, communities and nationalities have a right to secede. It offers
a detailed overview of the main theories of secession categorized into three primary
groups that are the nationalist theories, liberal-democratic theories and the
‘remedial right only’ theory. This is followed by a gender critique of these theories of
secession. Given the gendered nature of these theories, the thesis aims to address
the gaps in theorizing secession from a feminist perspective within the broader
context of the normative political philosophy. In doing so, it seeks to contribute to
developing a more comprehensive understanding of secession from a feminist
standpoint. Through a critical examination of core elements involved in secessionist
demands and processes including that of the role of identity, culture, and gendered
violence perpetuated by the state as well as the groups seeking secession, this
research highlights the limitations of secessionist projects and their reproduction of
patriarchal state structures and the inability of fixed territories for accommodating
diverse identities and intersectional privileges and burdens. It challenges the fixed
territorial framework for providing political representation to diverse social groups
and calls for re-examining the very purpose of secession to explore if the oft-stated
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political goals of protection of culture, autonomy, and more democratic
representation of groups seeking secession can be achieved without necessitating
territorial separation. The thesis concludes with a discussion on the challenges in
developing a feminist notion of secession.
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